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RESPONSE 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 
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The Official Action mailed January 15, 2003 has been received and its cShtesgts O 
carefully noted. Filed concurrently herewith is a Request for One Month Extension of 
Time, which extends the shortened statutory period for response to May 15, <2003. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that this response is being timely filed. 

Applicant notes with appreciation the consideration of the Information Disclosure 
Statements filed on April 12, 2001; May 16, 2001; November 2, 2001; November 27, 
2001; March 7, 2002; May 1, 2002; May 20, 2002, and October 21, 2002. Applicant 
awaits consideration of the Information Disclosure Statements filed on January 8, 2003 
and March 13, 2003. A further Information Disclosure Statement is submitted herewith 
and careful review and consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement is 
requested. 

Claims 1-30 are now pending in the present application, of which claims 1, 4, 7, 
11, 15, 19, 22, and 26 are independent. For the reasons set forth in detail below, all 
claims are believed to be in condition for allowance. 

The Official Action rejects claims 1-30 under the doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting over claims 1-55 of co-pending Application No. 09/448,463, and claims 
1-6 and 19-30 of co-pending Application No. 09/448,756. MPEP § 804(I)(B) is directed 




-2- 




-ocket No. 0756-2288 



Application Serial No. 09/832,844 
to provisional double-patent rejections between pending applications. This section of 

the MPEP states: 

The "provisional 1 ' double patenting rejection should continue to be made 
by the examiner in each application as long as there are conflicting claims 
in more than one application unless that "provisional" double patenting 
rejection is the only rejection remaining in one of the applications . If the 
"provisional" double patenting rejection in one application is the only 
rejection remaining in that application, the examiner should then withdraw 
that rejection and permit the application to issue as a patent , thereby 
converting the "provisional" double patenting rejection in the other 
application(s) into a double patenting rejection at the time the one 
application issues as a patent. MPEP § 804(I)(B) (emphasis added). 

In view of this guidance, it is respectfully submitted that the provisional double 
patenting rejection should be withdrawn and this application passed to issue. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable to place 
this application in better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicant's undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Eric J. Robinson 
Reg. No. 38,285 



Robinson Intellectual Property Law Office, P.C. 
PMB 955 

21010 Southbank Street 
Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
(571)434-6789 
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Filing Date 
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Examiner Name 



Group Art Unit 
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09/832,844 



April 12, 2001 
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M. Tran 



2826 
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METHOD OF PAYMENT 



FEE CALCULATION (continued) 



1. □ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge indicated 
fees and credit any overpayments to: 



Deposit 
Account 
Number 

Deposit 
Account 
Name 



50-2280 



Robinson Intellectual Property 
Law Office 



1. BASIC FILING FEE 



Large Entity 


Small Entity 




Fee Fee 


Fee 
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Fee Description 


Code ($) 


Code 


($) 




101 750 


201 


375 


Utility riling fee 
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206 


165 


Design filing fee 


107 520 
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260 


Plant filing fee 


108 750 


208 


375 


Reissue filing fee 


114 160 


214 


80 


Provisional filing fee 



Fee Paid 



SUBTOTAL (1) ($) 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES 



Total Claims 

Independent 
Claims 

Multiple Dependent 
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Fee Paid 
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Large Entity 


Small Entity 




Fee Fee 


Fee 


Fee 


Fee Description 


Code 
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Code 


($) 


103 18 
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Claims in excess of 20 


102 84 


202 


42 


Independent claims in excess of 3 


104 280 


204 


140 


Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 


109 84 


209 


42 


** Reissue independent claims over 








original patent 


110 18 


210 
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** Reissue claims in excess of 20 and 








over original patent 



SUBTOTAL (2) 
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♦or number previously paid, if greater; For Reissues, see above 



3. ADDITIONAL FEES 



Large 
Entity 



Small 
Entity 





Charge Any Additional Fee Required 
Under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 and 
credit overpayments 
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Applicant claims small entity status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27 
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Check Q Credit Card D Money 

Order 


□ Other 
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Fee 
Code 


Fee 
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Fee Paid 


105 


130 


205 


65 Surcharge - late filing fee or oath 






127 


50 


227 


25 Surcharge - late provisional filing fee or cover sheet 




139 


130 


139 


130 Non-English specification 






147 


2,520 
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2,520 For filing a request for ex parte reexamination 
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920* Requesting publication of SIR prior to Examiner action 
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1,840* Requesting publication of SIR after Examiner action 
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Extension for reply within first month 
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Extension for reply within second month 
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460 
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Extension for reply within third month 
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Extension for reply within fourth month 
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Extension for reply within fifth month 
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Filing a brief in support of an appeal 
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Request for oral hearing 
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Petition to revive - unavoidable 
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Petition to revive - unintentional 
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1,280 


242 
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Utility issue fee (or reissue) 
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460 
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Design issue fee 
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Plant issue fee 
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Petitions to the Commissioner 
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50 


Processing fee under 37 CR 1.1 7(q) 
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126 


180 
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Submission of Information Disclosure Sjmt 
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581 


40 


581 


40 


Recording each patent assignment per property (t 
number of properties) 
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146 


740 


246 


370 


Filing a submission after final rejection (37 CFR 
§ 1.129(a)) 






149 


740 


.249 


370 


For each additional invention to be examined (37 CFR 
§ 1.29(b)) 




179 


750 


279 


375 


Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 






169 


900 
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900 


Request for expedited examination of a design 
application 
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TRANSMITTAL 
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Incomplete Application 

I | Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 
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(for an Application) 
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1X1 The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
fees required or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50- 
2280 for the above identified docket number. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 
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or 
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Date 



Eric J. Robinson, Reg. No. 38,285 

Robinson Intellectual Property Law Office, P.C. 

PMB 955 

21010 Southbank Street 

Potomac Falls, VA 20165 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date 
indicated below. 



Type or printed name 


Adele M. Stamper 


Signature 




Date 


S./S-03 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 



